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Facts & Figures 

 
Americans are the #1 trash producers- around 250 million ton annually 

• 5% of the world’s population produces 40% of the world’s trash 
• 55,000,000-65,000,000 ton (110 billion pounds) of waste is recycled  
• About 60 million ton per year is food waste 

Americans use over 80 billion aluminum beverage cans yearly 
• Recycling 1 aluminum can saves enough energy to run a TV for 3 hours 

If all newsprint was recycled it would save 250 million trees 
Approximately 1 billion trees worth of paper is landfilled annually 
Americans use 2.5 million plastic bottles per HOUR 
A quart of motor oil that is not disposed of properly can contaminate 2 million gallons of water  
Americans dispose of 16 billion diapers annually 
For every ton of waste landfilled or recycled, there is 50-70 ton of waste “upstream” 
It costs approximately $500,000 an acre to build a landfill 
Methane is produced by decomposing organic materials in landfills 

• Methane is greenhouse gas and is 20-24 times more damaging than carbon dioxide. 
• Marathon County Landfill produces 1 million cubic ft of Methane gas in a 24 hour period. 
Which is then used for electricity.  

The EPA estimates 75% gas collection efficiency, but some landfills are as low as 9 percent. 
• The Marathon County Landfill collects 3 mw of electricity,  that is enough electricity to 
power 2,400 homes.  

Recycling one aluminum can saves an amount of energy equivalent to half that can filled with gasoline. 
Every year, Americans use approximately 1 billion shopping bags, creating 300,000 tons of landfill waste. 
This can be avoided by using reusable bags.  
In 2003, 290 million tires were discarded. 130 million of these tires were burned as fuel in licensed facilities. 
Between Thanksgiving and New Year’s, an extra million tons of waste is generated each week. 
In 2008, only 23.1% of glass disposed of was recycled, and only 7.1% of plastics and 21.1% of aluminum. 
In 1960, each person in the US only generated 2.68 pounds of waste.  

• In 1970, the figure was 3.25.  
• Since 2000, Americans generated 4.65 lbs of waste per day, and only 29% was recycled.  
• 1980, 89% of Americans’ waste went to a landfill 
• 2008, 54% of Americans’ waste went to a landfill  

It has been estimated that recycling, re-use, and composting create six to ten times as many jobs as waste 
incineration and landfills. 
For every 10% recycled glass used to make new glass containers, energy costs drop 2-3 percent from using 
virgin products to make glass  
If we recycled all of our aluminum cans for one year, we could save enough energy to light Washington, D.C. 
for 3.7 years. 
If we recycled all of the cell phones retired each year, we would save enough energy to power 18,500 homes 
for a year. 
Recycling one million laptops saves enough energy to power 3,657 American homes in a year 
Because plastic water bottles are shielded from sunlight in landfills, they will not decompose for thousands of 
years. 


